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The events surrounding this critical decision demonstrate how | K
the Atonement of Jesus Christ brings personal strength to the |
lives of the children of God.

Fundamental truth: through the Atonement of Jesus Christ we |
can be cleansed, ...virtuous and pure. However, sometimes our #
poor choices leave us with long-term consequences. One of the |
vital steps to complete repentance is to bear the short- and
long-term consequences of our past sins.

Satan will try to use our memory of any previous guilt to lure us
back into his influence. We must be ever vigilant to avoid his v
enticements. Such was the case of the faithful Ammonite fathers. Even after the1r years of
faithful living, it was imperative for them to protect themselves spiritually from any attraction to
the memory of past sins.

w CAPTAIN  MORONI UNDERSTOOD THE
IMPORTANCE OF FORTIFYING THE WEAK
f};' AREAS TO CREATE STRENGTH.

“He caused that they should build a breastwork of timbers
upon the inner bank of the ditch; and they cast up dirt out
of the ditch against the breastwork of timbers ... until they
- had encircled the city ... with a strong wall of timbers and
 earth, to an exceeding height.” Alma 53:4.  These
Ammonite fathers were much the same. They needed taller
and wider fortifications between their faithful lives and the
unrighteous behavior of their past.




THE LORD SEES WEAKNESSES DIFFERENTLY THAN HE DOES REBELLION
The joyful news for anyone who desires to be rid of the consequences of past poor choices is that
the Lord sees weaknesses differently than He does rebellion. Whereas the Lord warns that
unrepented rebellion will bring punishment, when the Lord speaks of weaknesses, it is always

with MERCY.

Mercifully, [the Ammonite Fathers] were taught the gospel, repented, and through the
Atonement of Jesus Christ became spiritually much stronger than Satan’s enticements. It is
likely they had not felt the temptation to return to their brutal past, yet by following their
prophet-leader, they didn’t give Satan the chance to “[cheat] their souls, and [to lead] them
away carefully down to hell.”

SPIRITUAL FORTIFICATIONS -

v' Sincere Repentance - Through the Atonement of Jesus Christ, each of us can become clean and the
burden of our rebellion will be lifted.

v Make covenants and receive ordinances for yourself. Then steadily and consistently work to provide
ordinances in the temple for your own ancestors.

v Share the gospel with nonmember or less-active family members or friends. Sharing these truths can
bring a renewed enthusiasm into your life.

v' Serve faithfully in all Church callings, especially home teaching and visiting teaching assignments.
Don’t be just a 15-minutes-a-month home or visiting teacher. Rather, reach out to each individual
member of the family. Get to know them personally. Be a real friend. Through acts of kindness, show
them how very much you care for each of them.

v Most important, serve the members of your own family. Make the spiritual development of your
spouse and children a very high priority. Be attentive to the things you can do to help each one. Give
freely of your time and attention.

v" Fill your life with service to others. As you lose your life in the service of Father in Heaven’s
children, Satan’s temptations lose power in your life.

- WHAT ARE THE COVENANTS | HAVE MADE? {FOR FURTHER READING ON THE POWER OF
COVENANTS, SEE D. TODD CHRISTOFFERSON'S APRIL 2009 GENERAL CONFERENCE TALK)

- WHAT ARE THE TEMPTATIONS OF THE WORLD THAT MIGHT KEEP ME FROM
FOLLOWING THROUGH ON MY COVENANTS WITH GOD?

- HOW CAN | FORTIFY & STRENGTHEN MY WEAK AREAS TO CREATE STRENGTH?

INVITATION: STUDY AND PRAY TO KNOW HOW THE LORD STRENGTHENS YOU
THROUGH THE ATONEMENT OF JESUS CHRIST. SEE HIS TENDER MERCIES IN
YOUR LIFE. EXPRESS GRATITUDE FOR COVENANTS MADE & BLESSINGS RECEIVED.




