Mothers who have the gospel in their HEARTS
will lead their children
in the paths of righteousness and truth.
!
From the Life of Joseph F. Smith

President Joseph F. Smith had the highest esteem for mothers. His own mother was an example
to him of faith and resolve. Describing her noble influence, he said: “I can remember my mother
in the days of Nauvoo [1839–46]. I remember seeing her and her helpless children hustled into a
flat boat with such things as she could carry out of the house at the commencement of the
bombardment of the city of Nauvoo by the mob. I remember the hardships of the Church there
and on the way to Winter Quarters, on the Missouri river, and how she prayed for her children
and family on her wearisome journey. … I can remember all the trials incident to our endeavors
to move out with the Camp of Israel, coming to these valleys of the mountains without teams
sufficient to draw our wagons; and being without the means to get those teams necessary, she
yoked up her cows and calves, and tied two wagons together, and we started to come to Utah in
this crude and helpless condition, and my mother said—’The Lord will open the way;’ but how
He would open the way no one knew. …
“Do you not think that these things make an impression upon the mind? Do you think I can
forget the example of my mother? No; her faith and example will ever be bright in my memory.
What do I think! Every breath I breathe, every feeling of my soul rises to God in thankfulness to
Him that my mother was a Saint, that she was a woman of God, pure and faithful, and that she
would suffer death rather than betray the trust committed to her; that she would suffer poverty
and distress in the wilderness and try to hold her family together rather than remain in Babylon.
That is the spirit which imbued her and her children. Would not her children be unworthy of
such a mother did they not hearken to and follow her example? Therefore I say God bless the
mothers in Israel.”

